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   EDITORIAL NOTE 

 

LEXKHOJ is delighted to launch its second volume of the criminal law journal. Lexkhoj 

International Journal of Criminal Law is the leading quality journal for all those involved in 

criminal law. Drawing all aspects of the law together in one regular publication, it allows 

quick and easy monitoring of all key developments. Our purpose is to provide a journal that 

offers a multi-disciplinary analysis of issues concerning Criminal Law. The journal strive to 

combine academic excellence with professional relevance and a practical focus by publishing 

wide varieties of research papers, insightful reviews, essays and articles by students, 

established scholars and professionals as well as by both domestic and international authors. 

“An act is not guilty unless the mental state with which it is done is also guilty”. The crime is 

the combination of both Actusreusand Mensrea, and is a single unity. We live in a modern 

society which is subject to major changes that stem from, for instance, internationalization 

and technological development. In many aspects these changes also represent societal 

challenges that demand a rethinking of legal solutions. Our increased connectivity through 

internet has created new opportunities for criminals. Now the crime is not limited to the 

traditional ways. 

We hope that you find Volume II Issue I valuable, that you will help inform others about the 

journal and will consider submitting your own work. The papers will be selected by our 

editors who would rely upon the vibrant skills and knowledge immersed in the paper. We 

welcome your comments so that we may improve the journal in future volumes. 

Needless to say, any papers that you wish to submit, either individually or collaboratively, 

are much appreciated and will make a substantial contribution to the early development and 

success of the journal. Best wishes and thank you in advance for your contribution to the 

Lexkhoj international journal of criminal law. 
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PROTECTING WOMEN RIGHTS AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

* Shreya Mehta and Ashwin Ramdev,  

Raffles University, Neemrana  

Abstract 

The subject of gender and media has been discussed quite frequently and good 

documentation available on portrayal of gender as a product and accompanying body politic 

in media. Media can act as both perpetrator and protagonist. Media’s power in no way can 

be undermined. People form opinions relying on the media reports. And it is quite disturbing 

when we see many times the media addresses Domestic Violence victims by portraying 

sexism, devaluation of women and most importantly giving them ‘the weaker sex’ tag.  

The media has expanded its role and is a recognized medium in gathering public opinions, 

ideologies and thought process. The paper analyses the role of media in sensitizing and 

creating awareness about the social ill. It will study about the various aspects of Domestic 

Violence and their legislative responses. It will emphasize on how the media plays a dynamic 

role in the overall growth of women by creating awareness about their social, political, 

cultural, economic dimensions. The study involves how the exposure through media can give 

the women victims a considerable knowledge about their rights, the ways in which they can 

protect themselves and other such valuable information. The paper will also try to highlight 

the approach which the media should adopt to address such issues. 
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INTRODUCTION 

“Domestic violence causes far more pain than the visible marks of bruises and scars. It is 

devastating to be abused by someone that you love and think loves you in return.” 

- Dianne Feinstein 

Gender discrimination is a common phenomenon in the Indian society and the evidence of 

this discrimination is majorly prevalent by the violence that is meted against the women folk 

of the society. Women have always been symbolized as the weaker sex, more specifically 

whenever the question of equal treatment arises. Our traditional bound society always treats 

women as a second class citizen and this process of discrimination has been running in the 

society for ages. Woman has been a victim of rape, molestation, eve teasing etc. Though it is 

a notion that when a girl comes out of the house, then only her life or liberty is at stake. But it 

is not so. It is really unfortunate that ‘she’ is subjected to violence even in the abode of the 

safest place in the world - “home” Out of all the violence done against women, Domestic 

Violence is the cruelest violence as it not only disturbs the women physically, but also creates 

major emotional turbulence in her psychology. Domestic Violence in varied form is 

increasing day by day and has become a major concern both nationally and internationally.  

Domestic Violence is an extremely brutal and vicious form of abuse, committed most often 

within the four walls of the family house. Meaning and detection of Domestic Violence itself 

is the most demanding task
1
.
 
However, in common parlance Domestic Violence may mean 

both the physical and mental abuse done against a woman by her near and dear ones. In legal 

terminology, Domestic Violence includes physical, sexual, verbal, emotional or economic 

violence.
2
 Whatever form be it, Domestic Violence is a major concern of issue as it is a gross 

violation of human right. 

Right from the childhood, a girl is being taught the value of tolerance, and she stays back 

with this momentum of tolerance even when there is injustice done against her. To raise voice 

against family is treated as sin, even if a major sin is done against that woman. However, 

even in such circumstances, one has to know her rights to fight back. Many times, the women 

are not even aware that they are facing a serious crime as they regard Domestic Violence 

casually and consider this as the part and parcel of their daily life. This notion is common in 

                                                           
1
 Preeti Misra, Domestic Violence Against Women – Legal Control and Judicial Response, 50 (1

st
 ed. 2007) 

2
 Section 3 The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 
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the society because of the unawareness among the women about their rights and remedies. 

And it is in this position that the media plays a strong and dominant role in promoting and 

protecting the rights of women against Domestic Violence. However, the most prominent 

question here is that up to what extent the media can promote and protect women from 

domestic violence? 

 FORMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN  

Domestic Violence is a cruel victimization of women irrespective of her age. This can be 

physical, emotional, and psychological or everything combined. Though physical violence is 

not new to women the perspective of psychological violence is reaching new heights with 

each passing day. Following are the common forms of Domestic Violence found in the Indian 

Society and their Legislative Responses thereto: 

i. Dowry Death - Dowry has been a tool of victimization against women since ages. It 

has almost become an established tradition in every marriage that the bride’s family is 

expected to give gifts in cash or in kind to the groom’s family. In such circumstances 

the bride is often subjected to Domestic Violence if the goods given are not as per the 

expectations of the groom’s family. Dowry has been a subject for Domestic Violence 

in many ways, often resulting even in taking away the life of the bride which is 

commonly termed as dowry death
3
. To give effect to this atrocious crime, the 

legislators have framed the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961. When it was found that 

even after having a special legislation, the rate of dowry deaths were not minimizing, 

to make it more effective, the parliament through The Dowry Prohibition 

 (Amendment)  Act,  1986  inserted section 304B in the Indian Penal Code and Section 

113B Indian Evidence Act, both of which specifically deals with dowry death.   

 

ii. Cruelty - Cruelty as a form of Domestic Violence is very much prevalent in the 

society. It has been explained in section 498A, Indian Penal Code and section 113A 

Indian Evidence Act. The term cruelty includes both mental
4
 and physical

5
 cruelty. 

The judicial precedents have expanded the meaning of cruelty to a very wide zone, 

                                                           
3
 Kamesh Panjiyar vs. State of Bihar (2005 Cri LJ 1418 SC) 

4
 Pawan Kumar vs. State of Haryana (AIR 1998 SC 958)  

5
 B.S. Joshi vs. State of Haryana (2003 Cri. LJ 2028 SC) 
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such that cruelty means and includes disrespect
6
, insult

7
, torture

8
, abetment to 

suicide
9
, ill treatment,

10
 harassment for dowry

11
 etc.  

 

iii. Female Foeticide - This is a crime based on the traditional lust for male child. The 

other forms of Domestic Violence are given effect in the world landscape but this 

odious crime is done even before the female child comes into the world. India is 

recognized in the world platform for the evil cause of female foeticide. To come out 

of such malpractice the Indian law makers have come out with various laws to 

eradicate this evil. Section 312-318 of the Indian Penal Code protects the foetus 

rights. Even there are special legislations in the form of The Medical Termination of 

Pregnancy Act, 1971 and The Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation and 

Prevention of Misuse) Act, 1994 to deal with such malpractices. 

 

iv. Elder Abuse - With the emergence of liberation movement in India, forms of 

Domestic Violence started extending its limit. Our culture teaches us to be respectful 

towards every elder, yet now-a-days, the senior citizen’s esteem and prestige has also 

been subject of target. Neglect or abuse by children or siblings or grand children be it 

mental or physical is a recognized phenomenon of elder abuse. Older persons, 

specially women, who are abused, are reluctant to share their experiences with those 

outside their family as they are unsure whether the long term outcome would be in 

there best interest or not. The Indian Government has enacted The Maintenance and 

Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007 to provide more effective provision 

for maintenance and welfare of parents and senior citizens. This Act makes it a legal 

obligation for children and heirs to provide maintenance to senior citizens and 

parents, by monthly allowance. This Act also provides simple, speedy and 

inexpensive mechanism for the protection of life and property of the older persons. 

Some states have already implemented the Act and other states are taking steps for 

implementing this.
12

 

                                                           
6
 Ramesh Kumar vs. State of Chattishgarh (2001 (7) SLT 356) 

7
 Paparambaka Rosamma and othrs vs. State of Andhra Pradesh (1997 (7) SCC 695) 

8
 Kishangiri Mangalgiri  Goswami vs. State of Gujarat (2009 (2) Cri. LJ 1720 SC) 

9
 P.Bikshapathi vs. State of AP (1989 Cri. LJ 1186 AP) 

10
 Balbir Singh vs. State of Punjab (2006 Cri. LJ 4646 SC) 

11
 Preeti Gupta vs. State of Jharkand (2010 IV Cri LJ 4303 SC) 

12
 Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007, Wikipedia (09/09/2016, 11.28 am) 

http://en.wikipedia.orgwiki/Maintenance_and_Welfare_of_Parents_and_ Senior Citizens _Act,_2007  

http://www.medindia.net/indian_health_act/pre-natal-diagnostic-techniques-act-1994-definitions.htm
http://www.medindia.net/indian_health_act/pre-natal-diagnostic-techniques-act-1994-definitions.htm
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v. Economic Offence - This form of Domestic Violence is meted against women whom 

we generally call as the strong independent women. Deprivation of any economic or 

financial resources of the women by the male relatives of her family is known as 

Economic Offence, a new way of Domestic Violence. Though the woman is 

independent on the face of the world yet inside the four walls of her house she is not 

given any chance of economic decision making status. This phenomenon of Domestic 

Violence is legally dealt under the chapter of criminal misappropriation of property 

under section 403-404 IPC and criminal breach of trust starting from section 405-409 

IPC. 

In addition to the above mentioned forms of Domestic Violence, there are many other kinds 

of Domestic Violence such as adultery, bigamy, honor killing, sexual abuse, wrongful 

restraint or wrongful confinement etc.  

WOMEN’S RIGHT AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE THROUGH MEDIA 

Recently, there was a media report about an actress who was threatened by her uncle to stop 

pursuing her profession. Even her mother was rebuked badly by her (the actress) paternal 

family as she was supporting her daughter in her dreams. Now, the question is can you 

threaten somebody to death for following dreams? Just because she is a woman and she has 

chosen to indulge in a profession which is divergent from her family profession for woman 

i.e., house worker (it is the profession of majority of the women in the society) she was 

abused. It was only for the media who took the case, highlighted it, because of which she is 

able to pursue her dreams now. 

Information is a major contributor in the progress of change and development. To get 

information, media comes into play directly or indirectly. To make women empower from the 

clutches of Domestic Violence, exposure and accessibility to mass media is the most 

convenient and amiable way out. While speaking for the large section of illiterate women 

who are more prone to Domestic Violence, it is a fact that they get considerable amount of 

information on issues related to their rights or entitlement through media channels like radio 

or television representation. This helps them in getting themselves educated, aware with their 

rights, remedies and other valuable information. Now, with regard to them, the media can 

help them in boosting up their confidence to stand against such atrocities. The media when 
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approaches a story with positivity, acts as the forum which helps in changing the attitude and 

mindset of the educated women class. 

The Indian media launched the Breakthrough’s Bell Bajao! Campaign in 2008. It was a 

cultural and media campaign that called on men and boys to take a stand against Domestic 

Violence. The campaign sought to reduce Domestic Violence and to highlight the role that 

men and boys could play in reducing violence
13

. The campaigners claimed that in order for 

women, families, communities and nations to realize their full potential, everybody must 

bring Domestic Violence to a halt – everywhere.  MARD (Men against Rape and 

Discrimination) is another media social campaign, launched in 2013, to raise social 

awareness against rape and discrimination of women. The campaign is specially designed to 

drive home the message that women needs to be respected. 

Our country is experiencing a communication revolution and the mass media’s role of 

disseminating social messages has reached a new zenith.  However, the media should not get 

carried away with this expansion in its horizon and should become more accountable and 

responsible of their acts and activities. It should cross check its working and help in giving 

women their natural status of equality which is devoid of any orthodox societal norms. The 

media while promoting Women Rights should treat woman as a subject of equality rather 

than an object of suppression. To live in a new global reality of empowered woman in all 

respects, a giant leap needs to be taken by the media. All in all, the media can bring a strong 

sociological development through proper channelization of women rights. 

MEDIA PROJECTION OF WOMEN  

The range of effects of media is very wide. The effect of media can be traced right from the 

opinion formation to almost every field of human activity. Communication is the key factor 

in modernization
14

. It has become more relevant in modern times. Electronic media has 

ushered in a new wave of communication revolution. Television represents one of the very 

important medium of the electronic media. Recent surveys in literature have illustrated that 

the present day system of mass communication expresses, to a considerable extent, gender 

representation of the sovereign patriarchal ideology. Accordingly television programmers 

mirror dominant gender relations and patriarchal values that still remain in post-modern 

societies. Actually it is very interesting to track down how easily advertising professional 

                                                           
13

#Ring the Bell, Bell Bajao (12/09/2016, 11.17 am)  https://www.inbreakthrough.tv/campaigns/bellbajao/  
14

 Mahajan, Kamlesh (1996).”Modernization, National Integration and Development of Women: The Case of 

Television in India.”Contemporary Indian Women,I. 
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network share the market construct gender roles and shape consumer demonologies foe each 

gender. On the other hand advertise support to be sensitive about women since they form a 

major market segment. 

Portrayal of women in media is in fact a reflection how men want to see her. Most of media 

organization are owned and run by males and there are very few females in position of 

decision making according to one of the statistics by the International of Women Media 

Formation, 2001 the overall number of women journalists employed in the media around the 

world has decreased by 2 percent in last 5 year. In Asia women are 21 percent of the total 

media workforce. 

Case studies:- 

Wild stone Deodorant Ad 

 It has not been long back when an ad of wild stone deodorant used to leave the families 

watching any television programmers embarrassed before their children and elderly people. 

This particular ad showed a young, beautiful lady clad in saari and carrying food for a family 

gathering getting distracted by the scent of a young man who had used wild stone body spray. 

She is then showed naked with that young man and appeared to have sex before leaving for 

her pending duty of carrying food for the family. Her saari looked unarranged and hairs 

tousled. In this particular case, the product has been portrayed as woman-charmer and creator 

of desire for sex among the women. 

Thought he Indian government’s Ministry of information and broadcasting issued a statement 

warning television channels not to broadcast the television commercials following a rash of 

ads featuring voracious women and “libidinous” men, the show is going on
15

 Similar ads for 

Axe, Addiction and other deodorants not only portray women just to be attracted by men but 

they show as if by using these products, women are ready to lose everything what she has
16

 

Deodorants are supposed to quell body odors. However, Indian advertising industry is busy 

promoting it as a aphrodisiac for women. They are literally promoting lust in already sex-

starved nation, putting women at risk increasing rape culture.  

                                                           
15

 Nelson, dean (2011) “India bans overtly sexual’ deodorant ads.”Retrieved from 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/india/8541292/india-bans-overty-sexual-deodarant-ads.html. 
16

 Makhdoomi, mehboob (2013) “using women as commodity” retrieved from 

http://www.greatkashmir.com/news/2013/apr/2/using-women-as-commodity-37.asp. 
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Such portrayal of women silently creates an image in the mind of younger generation that 

women are a commodity to relish and it challenges the sanctity of women. 

Ford Figo Ad 

Ford India created a series of advertisements featuring the caricatures of some women half –

naked and tied up in the boot of a Figo car driven by former Italian Prime Minister Silvio 

Berlusconiand in another driven by Paris Hilton.  The tagline says, “Leave your worries 

behind with Figo extra large boot” 
17

.This ad came at a time, when India was facing the most 

brutal gang rape case of a paramedical girl in Delhi. Though this series of ads never ran and 

came to focus only through internet, had it been ran, it would have stimulated violence 

towards women. It was wise enough for ford India to apologize for these ads, but asks
18

 what 

about other such advertisements which are growing in number each day?  

For those, who think ford Figo ads are just hilarious cartoon violence
19

, Explain: 

1. It’s not less violent because it’s a cartoon 

2.  It’s not less violent if the violence is perpetrated by another woman 

3. It’s about time people got upset over casual violence toward women, which is all over 

the place  

Such advertisements construct the mental make-up of society. Unemployed and unmarried 

youth are tempted towards the body of the women ignoring their internal beauty and think 

that everywoman on the road is weak and vulnerable. This creates a dangerous situation for 

the womenfolk in which their safety is at stake. 

Gender is relative social characteristics that vary from time, society and place. In mainstream 

Nepalese culture, behaviors like, active, aggressive, rational, strong, independent, hard, ‘high’ 

sexuality, mechanical, competitive, dominant, factual, messy and judge-mental are attached 

to males; whereas, behaviors like, passive, tolerate, emotional, weak, dependent, soft, ‘low’ 

sexuality, artsy, cooperative, subordinate, intuitive, neat and clean, and supportive are 

attached to females
20

. And as per such gender construction of the society, its social and 

                                                           
17

 Cullers,Rebecca (2013) “ford apologize for tying women up in India ads.” Retrieved from 

http://www.adweek.com/adfreak/ford-apologizws-tying-women-india-ads-148147 
18

 Supra Note10 
19

 Supra Note 11 
20

 Michel Foucault, The Will To Knowledge: The History Of Sexuality, Volume One, translated by Robert 

Hurley, London: Penguin 1998, p. 2  

 

http://www.adweek.com/adfreak/ford-apologizws-tying-women-


12 
 

cultural patterns, media naturally gets affected and hence further institutionalizes gender 

through TV programs and advertisements.  Daniel Chandler writes: “Many narratives on TV 

are still implicitly designed to be interpreted from a masculine perspective. Viewers are 

frequently invited to identify with male characters and to objectify females. This has been 

called 'the male gaze'. This mode of viewing is called ‘unmarked’: it is an invisible and 

largely unquestioned bias- the masculine perspective is the ‘norm’. There are several aspects 

of advertisements linked with female body. The most prominent of them are pornographic, 

stereotypical, and violent presentation of women. 

HUMAITARIAN APPROACH OF MEDIA TOWARDS PROTECTING WOMENS 

The crime of Domestic Violence impacts our community as a whole in terms of women 

safety, livelihood, healthy household or effects on children. All in all there is this whole 

disturbance of family life whenever there is instance of Domestic Violence. For any family to 

be strong and balanced, mental peace and stability is needed. Domestic Violence shatters that 

peace.  

One of the most significant consequences of Domestic Violence on the victim is the denial / 

violation of her basic fundamental and human rights. Domestic violence leads to serious and 

long-term health consequences for women. In addition, the personal and social lives of the 

women are also affected, as indicated by findings, that survivors of Domestic Violence 

restrict their social contacts and are ashamed to mix with friends and relatives. Family life is 

also adversely affected by Domestic Violence, due to strained relations, lack of mutual trust, 

strain in conjugal relations and the negative impact on children.
21

 

Human Rights, though considered as an ambivalent concept, yet its importance can never be 

debated. If a woman is not assured of her basic human rights at her own home, then where 

will she go? The media is vested with this great power to set social trends by forming 

opinions, bringing change in these discriminatory norms of the societies. The media should 

address issues which require urgent attention like oppression of women, limiting their 

capabilities, poor access to knowledge, social and cultural barriers, to choice of options and 

                                                           
21

 “A Study of Nature, Extent, Incidence and Impact of Domestic Violence against Women in the States of 

Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra,” by Yugantar Education Society, 

submitted to the Planning Commission, Government of India. available at http://planningcommission.gov.in/ 

reports/sereport/ser/stdy_demvio (accessed on 12/06/2015, 09.11 am) 
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other such shackles to diminish Domestic Violence. The media should make an input in 

exposing human rights violations and their recourses, if not stopping them.  

However, the media while reporting cases of Domestic Violence should lay emphasis on the 

ethics and conduct of their display of content. Coverage that conveys a sense of hopelessness 

and helplessness implies that there is nothing which can be done to eradicate this social evil, 

when in fact and reality, it is true that women can definitely take steps to address Domestic 

Violence in their communities by learning about the warning signs, resources available, and 

how to address a situation when there is violence in the relationship. Many times, Domestic 

Violence is treated as a private matter and people just ignore it when happening in their 

surroundings. The media can lay emphasis on the fact that when women (who constitute 

nearly half the population) face Domestic Violence in some form or the other, which 

adversely affects their physical and mental well-being, thereby demeaning their human rights, 

how can it still remain a private matter? Domestic Violence is a critical national issue that 

affects us all. By recognizing Domestic Violence in criminal and civil law, the Indian state 

has made it clear that Domestic Violence is not a private matter to be dealt inside the family, 

but it is a criminal offence, warranting state intervention and even sanctions. The notion that 

it can be best addressed within the privacy of the home needs a thorough thinking. And in 

such process, media can emphasis crucially. 

India is home to a thriving democracy and recently has achieved stunning economic growth. 

Unfortunately, this has not prevented multiple serious human rights abuses especially in the 

form of Domestic Violence against women in many parts of the country. Any nation’s well 

being is determined by the nature or the treatment given to its woman. The media should 

realize this fact and work progressively in promoting and protecting the women rights in a 

manner that gives meaning to her potentiality and not symbolize her as the secondary gender. 

To curb the problem of Domestic Violence we cannot solely depend upon the authorities of 

the administration of the justice delivery system. Every member of the civil society should 

come forward and help create awareness about the same. Media, whether print or electronic is 

a very powerful tool since it reaches out to the entire community at large. Public knowledge 

of crime and justice is largely derived from the media. Now-a-days, media is not only a 

source of entertainment but also a source of information dealing with almost every matter of 

life. It is in this context that the media can help the maximum as it has evolve itself and has 
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become the creator of the thinking process of the society.  

CONCLUSION 

On the basis of above discussion, two views emerge regarding representation of women and 

media-first that women should not be projected in the stereotype roles and second, their 

bodies should not be used to sell all kind of products. It is true that after globalization and 

liberalization, the economy of media has converted women as a commodity to sell with each 

product, but how far women themselves are responsible for it. Isn’t it the choice of those 

women who are projecting their body to make money? No one can deny that they are not 

doing it out of compulsion; rather they are taking full advantage of expanding media market. 

They are encasing their stereotype images as well as ultramodern projection. A number of 

television serials are based on women –centric character and perhaps it is the power of 

sexuality of women that each product requires their endorsement. But what should be the 

limit of such freedom? Can it be at the cost of not so modern and not from a strong 

background young women and girl, who have to face the half literate or illiterate crowd 

everyday, which under the influence of globalised media see every such girl naked and tries 

to molest them to a minor or major extent this surely is not accepted. Media as a watchdog of 

justice is accountable to the people. It is important media should focus on program for 

elimination of violence against women. It can play an important role in protesting the 

indecent representation of women in the media. It is necessary to say that there is need to 

understand the fact that women are integral part of society and no nation can develop without 

the active participation of women in socio-economic-political structure. So before the 

indecent representation of women in media becomes an acceptable phenomenon and we 

become immune it is important to change attitude and boycott all forms of indecent 

representation of women, gender and her sexuality in media.  

To achieve this, the media should take into consideration the following points while reporting 

any form of Domestic Violence: 

i. The media should make deliberate attempts to not only project the problems of 

women facing Domestic Violence, but also show the stories of the women who have 

fought and defeated Domestic Violence with courage. 

ii. The media should acknowledge the fact that the victim in an abusive relationship is 

not responsible for the crime of Domestic Violence. Just because she is biologically 
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weak, it doesn’t mean that she should be treated at the whims and caprice of the male 

members of the society. 

iii. Domestic Violence is a very sensitive issue, and while reporting it, the media person 

dealing with the subject should be a skilled one. The victim should not be further 

victimized just to create sensation.  

iv. Media needs to take an extended, broader view of violence done against women. It 

has to be instrumental in conducting a social audit on factors responsible for 

increasing crimes, particularly for Domestic Violence which is under represented, 

including indifferent investigative procedures, miscarriage of justice, and growing 

social impunity of the perpetrators of crime. 

v. Women must not be portrayed in stereotyped images that emphasis passive, 

submissive qualities and encourage them to play a vital role in the family and society. 

Both men and women should be portrayed in ways that encourage mutual respect and 

a spirit of equality between the sexes.  


