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   EDITORIAL NOTE 

Lexkhoj Publication is committed to bring the highest quality research to the widest possible 

audience through an unparalleled commitment to quality and reliability.  It is established with 

the objective of promoting academic research and fostering debate on contemporary legal 

issues all across the world. Lexkhoj Publications collectively bring together leading scholars 

in the field to cover a broad range of perspectives on all the key issues in national and 

international law. 

Lexkhoj is delighted to announce the Third Issue of the Lexkhoj Research Journal of Law 

and Socio-Economic Issues which is an international journal, publishing critical approaches 

to socio-legal study and multi-disciplinary analysis of issues related to law and socio-

economic. The journal will strive to combine academic excellence with professional 

relevance and a practical focus by publishing wide varieties of research papers, insightful 

reviews, essays and articles by students, established scholars and professionals as well as by 

both domestic and international authors. Authors should confirm that the manuscript has not 

been, and will not be, submitted elsewhere at the same time.  

The Journal provides a forum for in-depth analysis of problems of legal, social, economic, 

cultural and environmental transformation taking place in the country and word-wide. It 

welcomes articles with rigorous reasoning, supported by proper documentation. The Journal 

would particularly encourage inter-disciplinary articles that are accessible to a wider group of 

Social activist, economist, Researcher, policy makers, Professionals and students.  

This quarterly issue of the journal would like to encourage and welcome more and more 

writers to get their work published. The papers will be selected by our editorial board that 

would rely upon the vibrant skills and knowledge immersed in the paper.  

Needless to say, any papers that you wish to submit, either individually or collaboratively, 

are much appreciated and will make a substantial contribution to the early development and 

success of the journal. Best wishes and thank you in advance for your contribution to the 

Lexkhoj Research Journal of Law and Socio-Economic Issues. 
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THE ROLE OF EDUCATION IN THE REFORMATIVE JUSTICE 

SYSTEM OF JUVENILE OFFENDERS 

*Abhinaya Sridharan,  

School of Law, Christ University, Bengaluru 

 

In today’s day and age, we are becoming witnesses to an increasingly recognizable 

phenomenon of children in conflict with law, which calls for legislations in place to govern 

this. Despite being a country deeply concerned about the welfare of the children in our 

society, further having an impact on the welfare of the society at large, India has been 

plagued by many events of a criminal nature being increasingly committed by the very 

children who were sought to protect. In such a scenario, it has become pertinent to not impart 

retributive justice but one that focuses on rehabilitation. Children are the principal assets of 

any country, and the responsibility of grooming them into citizens fit to be integrated with the 

society falls on the shoulders of the policymakers. In pursuance of this, many rehabilitation 

methods have been considered, out of which education and vocational training occupies a 

prime position. This is a favoured mode of rehabilitation as it provides long term benefits and 

ensures effective rehabilitation. This research is an attempt to understand the laws related to 

children in conflict with law as regards education with the aim of reformation and 

rehabilitation. 

One of the prime pieces of legislation which governs the subject of juvenile justice is The 

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015. This Act defines ‘child in 

conflict with law’ as a “child who is alleged or found to have committed an offence and who 

has not completed eighteen years of age on the date of commission of such offence.”
1
. The 

term ‘Juvenile Delinquency’ applies to the violation of criminal code and/or pursuit of certain 

patterns of behaviour disapproved of for children and young adolescents.
2
 If this term were to 

be broken down further, we can simplify its meaning to any act or behaviour of a child that is 

unacceptable by the society which is regarded with a punishment or corrective measure. 

More often than not, juvenile offenders have a background of poor academic performance, 

truancy and dropping out. However, it is pertinent that persistent serious delinquents should 

                                                           
1
 The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015, S.2 (13) 

2
 DR BHARAT R PATEL, Juvenile Delinquency (Causes And Control), (Ed. 2015) 
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not be characterized as having school problems, nor should those with school problems be 

characterized as persistent serious delinquents.
3
 A study conducted by Maguin and Loeber in 

1996 found poor academic performance to be related not only to the prevalence and onset of 

delinquency but also to escalation in the frequency and seriousness of offending. Conversely, 

they found better academic performance to be related to desistence from offending. Hence, 

the conclusion drawn hence is that the poorer the academic performance, the higher the 

delinquency.
4
 

On the international front, we have seen major instances like that of UN Standard Minimum 

Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice, popularly known as the Beijing Rules of 

1985
5
, and the UN Convention on the Rights of Child, 1989 

6
, working for the protection of 

rights of the child, especially those in conflict with law. However, it was only in the General 

Comment no. 10 (2007) on the UNCRC that the rights of juvenile offenders were discussed 

in detail.
7
 

In India, we have seen many pieces of legislation governing this issue since the colonial 

times. The very first in this regard can be traced back to 1850 under the name of The 

Apprentices Act. However, we have come a long way since then with many reformative 

policies, many of which are in existence till today. The Constitution of India provides for the 

protection of children under Part III and Part IV which deal with Fundamental Rights and 

Directive Principles of State Policy. The relevant one with regard to education can be found 

under Article 45 which has later translated into Right to Education as given under Article 

21A.
8
 Subsequent to the ratification of the Beijing Rules by India in 1992, the Juvenile 

Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2000 replaced the Juvenile Justice Act of 1986. 

Further on in 2015, the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 replaced 

the previous piece of legislation, widening its scope for the protection and betterment of 

juvenile offenders’ rights. Apart from these, we also have state legislations for Borstal 

                                                           
3
 JAMES C. HOWELL, Preventing & Reducing Juvenile Delinquency, A Comprehensive Framework, Sage 

Publications, (Ed. 2003) 
4
 E MAGUIN, R LOEBER, Academic Performance and Delinquency (From Crime and Justice: A Review of 

Research, Volume 20, (Ed. 1996) 
5
 United Nations Standard Minimum Rules For The Administration Of Juvenile Justice, 

https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/Digitization/145271NCJRS.pdf 
6
 Convention on the Rights of the Child Adopted and opened for signature, ratification and accession by General 

Assembly Resolution 44/25 of 20 November 1989 entry into force 2 September 1990, 

http://www.unicef.org.uk/Documents/Publication-pdfs/UNCRC_PRESS200910web.pdf 
7
 General Comment No. 10 (2007), http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/docs/CRC.C.GC.10.pdf 

8
 See Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 86

th
 Constitutional Amendment, 2002 
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Schools and the Children’s Act, 1960 which cater to juvenile offenders and their right to 

education as a means of reformation.  

In the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015, there are various clauses 

that direct the State and the relevant agencies to provide the children in conflict with law with 

quality education and vocational training.
9
 The main focus is on education, skill 

development, counselling, behaviour modification therapy and psychiatric support through 

agencies such as Special Schools, places of safety, foster families, sponsorship programs, 

NGOs, Children’s Homes and other institutions registered under the said Act. There is also an 

overlap of Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act in terms of providing 

skill development, occupational therapy and life skill education, recreational activities 

including sports and cultural activities, referral services for education, and vocational 

training.
10

 

The Preamble of the Children’s Act, 1960 also reiterates the focus on rehabilitation in the 

following words – “An Act to provide for the care, protection, maintenance, welfare, training, 

education and rehabilitation of neglected or delinquent children and for the trial of delinquent 

children in the Union territories.”
11

 Apart from this, Sections 9 and 10 of the said Act 

emphasize on education in Special Homes and Children’s Homes.  

As mentioned before, state legislations govern Borstal Schools in India. The Karnataka 

Borstal Schools Act, 1963
12

 is for young offenders under the age of 21 and places emphasis 

on industrial training and other instructions to induce moral behaviour and prevent crime.
13

 

As rightly noted by Kofi Annan, former Secretary-General of the United Nations, special 

efforts should be made to prevent juvenile delinquency through effective educational 

opportunities, stable family environments and community based programmes that respond to 

the special concerns of children and offer appropriate guidance and counselling to them and 

their families.
14

 Education is vital to the rehabilitation and reintegration of young offenders 

and to their healthy development and also to prevention of crime. A holistic approach to 

children’s justice work is needed so that children’s needs and rights are all taken into account, 

                                                           
9
 The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015, Sections 18(1)(g), 19(3), 44(6), 45(4), 50(1)  

10
 S.53, The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 

11
 The Children Act, 1960, (Act No. 60 of 1960), http://wcd.nic.in/children-act-1960-60-1960 

12
 The Karnataka Borstal Schools Act, 1963, http://dpal.kar.nic.in/pdf_files/24%20of%201964%20(E).pdf 

13
 S.2 (a), The Karnataka Borstal Schools Act, 1963 

14
 'We the Children: End-decade review of the follow-up to the World Summit for Children', of 4 May 2001 
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including those regarding their education and training.
15

 School is the only agency 

specifically organized to impart knowledge and skills required to equip a child for adult 

living. In order for schools to fulfil this function, certain roadblocks need to be overcome. 

Following the example in the United States of America, schools need to come up with an 

early identification programme to treat those in need of extra attention better, as that will lead 

to lesser dropout rates, and consequently fewer juvenile offenders. A far more intensive effort 

is essential for the proper instruction of underprivileged groups. This is of high importance as 

it directly prevents their lapsing into delinquent habits. In substandard, poverty stricken urban 

areas, schools can tie up with families and local welfare organizations and provide special 

services for the children.
16

  

Even though there is progress in terms of protection of rights of the child, especially in the 

case of juvenile offenders, effectiveness in implementation is still a concern. Reformation of 

the lives of juvenile offenders needs to be supported by good education policies targeted 

specifically towards them. Despite several clauses in several pieces of legislations, lack of a 

specific policy in this regard is an issue that must be resolved at the earliest, for children are 

the assets of our nation, and their presence in reformatory homes doesn’t make them any less 

deserving of their basic rights.  

 

 

 

                                                           
15

 RN CHOUDHRY, Law Relating to Juvenile Justice in India, 3
rd

 Edition, Orient Publishing Company, 2009. 
16

 ROBERT M MACIVER, The Prevention and Control of Delinquency, Transaction Publishers, (Ed. 2008) 


