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A sound education system is the foundation of sustained growth of a country. India has been 

a developing country and it is still considered the same. Why it is so? According to me 

India’s poor education system is stopping it from being a developed country. 

In ancient time India had GURUKUL system in which anyone who wished to study went to a 

Guru’s house and requested to be taught. If accepted as a student by the Guru, then he would 

stay at the Guru’s place until the Guru felt that he had taught everything he could teach.
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 In 

1830s the modern school system was brought to India by the Lord Thomas Babington 

Macaulay. 

Education has been a problem in our country and lack of it has been blamed for all sorts of 

evil for hundreds of years. Now we have quality institutions like IITs, IIMs, and NLUs etc. 

where 90+ percentage holders find difficulty to get into these colleges. But when we talk 

about the basic education, India is in a very weak position. India is going to experience a 

paradox of nearly 90 million people joining the workforce but most of them will lack requiste 

skills and the mindset for productive employment according to a report in DNA. India has 

about 550 million people under the age of 25 years out of which only 11% are enrolled in 

tertiary institutions compared to the world average of 23%.
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Education is provided in India by both public and private sector. The really critical aspect of 

Indian public education system is its low quality. The poor quality of education, weak 

infrastructure and inadequate pedagogic attention is common in all government schools of 

our country. India has provided Right to Education as a fundamental right to children 

between the ages of 6 to 14 years but due to lack of quality education this RTE Act is 

meaningless. If we talk about private schools, private education system has also failed, 

because it did not target education as a goal, it did not target developing students into great 

human beings, not even great workers – they built maggu information crammers designed to 

maximize scores in exams. Economically background people could not afford private schools 

because of their high fees. 
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Among other issues like less qualified teachers and poor student-teacher ratio, teacher 

absenteeism, lack of basic infrastructure are responsible for degrading educational standards 

in the country.
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 Lot many plans and policies exist but heed is not paid to what these students 

are learning and who are teaching them? And most importantly how much knowledgeable are 

those teachers, who are teaching. Few years ago there was a primary school teacher who was 

caught on camera telling students that there were 360 days in a year, Patna was the capital of 

Country. She spelt “January” as “Junuary” and “apple” as “apil”. How such teacher can teach 

children in a school? 

The government currently spends only 3% of its GDP on education which is inadequate and 

insufficient. To improve the quality of Education, the government needs to spend more 

money from its coffers on education. 
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